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 St Cuthbert Mayne School
Year 8 Autumn 2026

“If you’re not willing to learn no 
one can help you. If you’re 

determined to learn no one can 
stop you.”

Name

________________________________

Tutor

________________________________

Subjects in this booklet are in alphabetical order

Should you require support with your home 
learning, please attend one of the subject specialist 

lead Home Learning Support Sessions in W7-W9

Week A Week B

Monday Maths Maths

Tuesday English English

Wednesday Science RE 

Thursday Learning Mentor support for 
all other subjects



Important information
You need to use this booklet together with Classcharts Homework screen to ensure all work is being completed on time.

Many subjects use online platforms for home learning tasks and these subjects will communicate this to students, along with 
expectations. Should you have any issues with online access please speak to your subject teacher in the first instance. For further 
information on online systems, please see the subject page in this booklet.

The minimum requirement from you in each subject is detailed below, along with the online system used by that subject: 

Your home learning will be checked by your subject teachers see table above. Any student who receives a “home learning not 
completed” subject mark on Classcharts must attend a catch up session the following week, see table on front cover. Students 
should check the registers displayed every Monday morning on the yellow notice board in Westminster block for details of any 
support sessions you need to attend.

Subject Platform Time

English Sparx Reader 1 hour per week - checked weekly

French Seneca, Google forms and tasks in booklet 30 minutes a fortnight - checked week B

Geography Tasks in booklet 30 minutes a fortnight - checked week A

History Tasks in booklet 30 minutes a fortnight - checked week A

Maths Sparx Maths 1 hour per week  - checked weekly

RE Google forms, extension tasks in booklet 30 minutes a fortnight - checked week A

Science Sparx Science 40 minutes a fortnight - checked week B

Spanish Seneca, Google forms and tasks in booklet 30 minutes a fortnight - checked week B



KS3 Design Technology Optional Home Learning

WHEN ?  Design and Technology Home learning will be set every 
D&T lesson by your class teacher. Completed home learning 
needs to be brought to your D&T lesson with your name and 
date on it. Each piece of home learning will be put in your class 
exercise book in the lesson.  Praise points will be awarded for 
excellent home learning.  

WHY ? Every piece of home learning that you complete will add 
to your knowledge and understanding of this subject. It will 
support your learning in class and will help you to progress and 
achieve. It will help you to be successful in D&T. 

WHERE ? All home learning should be completed at home or in 
the school  library, in a quiet environment so that you can 
concentrate. It should take about 30 minutes to complete. D&T 
lessons are timetabled every other week so it should be easy to 
meet the deadline - the teacher will set it in one lesson and you 
can complete it and return it in the next lesson !

STEM Club
Attend the STEM Club 
to support your 
learning. 

To be ready for tomorrow's 
opportunities, do your 
homework today. 
Learn, refine your skills and 
focus on growth.



English - Sparx Reader

What to do:

● Go to sparxreader.com 
● Log into Sparx Reader
● Read your text and answer the questions
● Achieve a minimum of 250 SRP
● Home Learning is due every week as directed by your teacher
● Catch-up is Tuesday after school in W7/W8
● Need support? Attend catch-up or speak with your teacher
● Regularly check Google Classroom for further set work and 

especially if you have missed lessons. 



Year 8 French - Need To Know - Autumn Term 

Dynamo 1, Modules 4 (Ma vie de famille) and 5  (En ville)                

➢ The vocabulary in this French section covers the basics of all of the words and 
phrases that you will need to succeed in French lessons and in French homework 
tasks.

➢ Your home learning for French is set fortnightly.  It is set every two weeks on a 
Friday and is due in on the Thursday 2 weeks later, at 8am.
 

➢ Each page has words, phrases and sentences in French and English, and will also 
be the vocabulary that is tested in assessments. 
The home learning tasks are to help embed it in your memory.

➢ There are some sentence builder boxes after the vocabulary lists to show you 
how to make sentences with what you have learned. You use these sentence 
builders in lessons.

➢ Learning a language is only successful if you do it ‘little but often’. 

➢ Home learning will be a mixture of vocabulary learning from your Need to 
Know booklet, and other assignments your teacher will set you on Google 
Classroom and Class Charts.

➢ You must learn the vocabulary, there are ideas to help you do this on the next 
page.

You must spend up to 30 
minutes of effort each 
fortnight

If you are stuck with 
French homework 
then you can attend 
the support club - 
posters are displayed 
with details.

Ask Ms Rowbury, 
Ms Dowler Cross or 
Ms Cooper if you have 
any questions.

Languages are best studied 
‘little and often’

Become an independent 
learner…

- Revise vocabulary 
from previous 
topics regularly

- Try different 
strategies for 
memorising words

- Use the DuoLingo 
app on your phone 
and achieve praise 
points for streaks!
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AUTUMN TERM 1

Ma vie de famille
(Family life)

4



Countries, Animals and Big Numbers - Vocabulary

5



Pets - Sentence Builder

6



Family and 
Physical 

Descriptions 
- Vocabulary

Where I live 
- Vocabulary
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Family - Sentence Builder

8



Family Physical Descriptions - Sentence Builder

9



Where I live - Sentence Builder
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Breakfast - Vocabulary

Celebrations - Vocabulary
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Breakfast - Sentence Builder

12



Family Personality - Vocabulary

13



AUTUMN TERM 2

Ma ville
(My town)
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Town/Village & Attraction Tickets - Vocabulary

Weekend Visits - Vocabulary

15



Town/Village - Sentence Builder

16



Weekend Visits - Sentence Builder

17



Invitations and Responses - Vocabulary

Ordering in 
a café - 

Vocabulary
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Invitations and Responses - Sentence Builder
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Invitations and Responses - Sentence Builder
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Ordering in a café - Sentence Builder

21



A Visit to Paris - Vocabulary

Future Plans - Vocabulary
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A Visit to Paris - Sentence Builder

23



Weekend Plans - Sentence Builder
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GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – What are Hazards?

ACTIVITIES – Complete activity 1, then choose one of the following 
activities (you can do more if you like!)
1. Write your own definition of a natural hazard
2. Create a table of the 4 different types of natural hazard, then add 

your own examples
3. Create a spider diagram showing different types of hazard – use 

colours to show the different groups and add some more of your 
own.

4. Look at the news during the week, have there been any stories 
about natural hazards.  Give some information about where they 
are and what damage has been caused . . . 

What are natural hazards?
Natural hazards are naturally 
occurring physical 
phenomena caused either by 
rapid or slow onset events. 
These events have the 
potential to threaten people 
and/or cause damage, 
destruction and death.

Grouping natural hazards:
Natural hazards are most commonly classified 
by their physical process – what caused the 
hazard to occur:
Tectonic hazards – earthquakes, volcanoes
Atmospheric hazards – hurricanes
Geomorphological hazards – flooding
Biological hazards – forest fires (involve 
living organisms)

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  
Week A beginning Monday 14th September 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – Tectonic Plates

ACTIVITIES – Choose one of the following 
activities (you can do more if you like!)
1. In your own describe the earth’s crust 

and explain how it is split into different 
pieces

2. Can you name any real-life examples 
of hazards that occur along these 
plate margins?

3. Create a leaflet that shows the three 
different types of plates, how they 
move and what is created

The outer 
layer of the 
Earth (the 
CRUST) is like 
a jigsaw.  It is 
broken into 
great big slabs 
called 
PLATES.  
Each plate 
moves in 
different 
directions and 
this impacts on 
other plates, 
which leads to 
natural 
disasters in 
some parts of 
the world.

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  
Week A beginning Monday 28th September 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – Supervolcanoes

ACTIVITIES – Choose one of the following 
activities (you can do more if you like!)
1. Explain what a supervolcano is and how it 

is different from a ‘normal’ volcano
2. Describe the location of Yellowstone and 

outline the features of its supervolcano
3. Find out some more about one of the 

other Supervolcanoes in the world – 
create a factfile on this supervolcano

4. Explain what would happen is there was a 
super volcanic eruption – try to explain in 
a variety of scales (local, national, global)

Supervolcanoes
A supervolcano is a volcano on a massive scale. It is different from a volcano 
because:
it erupts at least 1,000 km3 of material (a large volcano erupts around 1 km3)
it forms a depression, called a caldera (a volcano forms a cone shape)
a supervolcano often has a ridge of higher land around it
a supervolcano erupts less frequently - eruptions are hundreds of thousands of 
years apart

Yellowstone is one example of a supervolcano. Three huge eruptions 
have happened in the last 3 million years. The last eruption was 
630,000 years ago and was 1,000 times bigger than the Mount St 
Helens eruption in 1980.
The large volume of material from the last Yellowstone eruption 
caused the ground to collapse, creating a depression called a caldera. 
The caldera is 55 km by 80 km wide. The next eruption is predicted to 
have catastrophic worldwide effects.
The supervolcano at Yellowstone is formed because of a volcanic 
hotspot.
Every year millions of visitors come to see the related features, such 
as geysers and hot springs. Old Faithful is one example of a geyser.

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  
Week A beginning Monday 12th October 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD 

Geography in the News!

This week you will be need to research a recent 
world event/issue that connects to Geography. 
Write a small report about this event/issue and 
explain how it connects to Geography

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  
Week A beginning Monday 2nd November 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – Tsunami!

Tsunami is a Japanese word which means 'harbour 
wave'. A tsunami is a large sea wave caused by the 
displacement of a large volume of water. They can be 
caused by earthquakes triggered by moving sections of 
the Earth's crust under the ocean.

What causes a tsunami?
Most tsunamis are caused by earthquakes at destructive plate 
boundaries. Here, an oceanic plate is subducted into the mantle 
beneath a continental plate. This movement causes friction, which in 
turn causes the plates to stick. Energy accumulates, like that of a 
compressed spring. When the energy exceeds the friction, the plates 
snaps back into position. This movement thrusts the water above 
causing a wave to form. The waves can travel large distances. When 
the waves reach shallower water, the following happens:

•the shallow water slows the waves
•the height of the waves can increase by several metres
•the waves get closer together
Water retreating is a sign that a tsunami is approaching a coast. 
Shortly after this happens, the waves reach the shore. This is actually 
the trough of the wave following behind.

Read through the next page also which is 
about a tsunami in Japan in 2011

ACTIVITIES – Choose one of the following activities (you can do more if 
you like!)
1. Describe what a tsunami is and use a set of labelled diagrams to 

show how they are formed
2. Read through the information on the next page which is a case study 

of the Japanese tsunami in 2011.  Write a newspaper article about 
this natural disaster

3. Find out about another tsunami – use the Japanese example as a 
template

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  Week A beginning Monday 16th November 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



Case study - Japan Tsunami, 2011
On Friday, March 11 2011, at 2.46 PM, an 
earthquake of magnitude 9.0 on the Richter 
scale occurred. It was at the point where the Pacific 
tectonic plate slides beneath the North American 
plate. The epicentre was 30 kilometres below the 
Pacific Ocean seabed and 129 kilometres off the 
east coast of Honshu, Japan. This triggered a 
tsunami. Waves were generated and travelled 
across the Pacific Ocean. The area worst affected 
by the tsunami was the east coast of Honshu in 
Japan.

Effects
Infrastructure
•The wave travelled as far as 10 km inland in Sendai.
•The tsunami flooded an area of approximately 561 km2.
•The waves destroyed protective tsunami seawalls at several locations.
•The massive surge destroyed three-storey buildings where people had gathered for safety.
•A state of emergency was declared at the Fukushima nuclear power plant, where a cooling system failed and released radioactive 
materials into the environment.
•In July 2013, TEPCO, the Tokyo Electric Power Company, admitted that about 300 tons of radioactive water continued to leak from 
the plant every day into the Pacific Ocean.

Social and economic
•Four years after the earthquake, around 230,000 people who lost their homes were still living in temporary housing.
•The total damages from the earthquake and tsunami are estimated at 300 billion dollars (about 25 trillion yen), according to the 
Japanese government.
•The number of confirmed deaths as of April 10, 2015 is 15,891. Most people died by drowning. More than 2,500 people are still 
reported missing.

Responses to the disaster
The country recently unveiled a newly-installed, upgraded tsunami warning 
system.
Earthquake engineers examined the damage, looking for ways to construct 
buildings which are more resistant to quakes and tsunamis. Studies are 
ongoing.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – Terrifying Torrents

ACTIVITIES – Choose one of the 
following activities (you can do more 
if you like!)
1. Explain what flooding is and the 

parts of the world it affects.
2. Draw a diagram to show why 

flooding might occur – include 
both human and physical 
reasons

3. You are an expert in flooding.  
Write a report on the risks that 
face both the village and the 
town in the diagram opposite

Flooding is the most common 
environmental hazard worldwide 
because of the vast geographical 
distribution of river floodplains and 
low-lying coastal areas around the 
world.  

Flooding affects many parts of the world 
– both developed and less developed.

It is difficult to define exactly a flood is, 
but is largely classified as 'an 
overflowing of water onto normally dry 
land'

A variety of factors can increase the likelihood of flooding.
Physical causes of flooding:
heavy rainfall
long periods of rain
•snowmelt
•steep slopes
•impermeable rock (doesn't allow water through)
•very wet, saturated soils
•compacted or dry soil

Human factors increasing flood risk:
•urbanisation, because towns and cities have more impermeable surfaces
•deforestation, because removing trees reduces the amount of water intercepted and 
increases run-off

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  Week A beginning Monday 30th November 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



GEOGRAPHY OUR RISKY WORLD – Tropical Storms

ACTIVITIES – Choose one of the following activities 
(you can do more if you like!)
1. Find out about tropical storms that have occurred 

this year (the season has just begun).  What 
have been the names so far, have they caused 
any damage?

2. Design an information poster showing how 
tropical storms form.

3. Read through the information about Hurricane 
Katrina on the next page.  Either write a news 
report about this hurricane or find out about 
another tropical storm and write a news report 
about when it happened and the effects that 
occurred.

A hurricane is an intense low pressure 
weather system, that can last for days to 
weeks within the tropical regions of our 
planet. 

They are known by many names, including 
HURRICANES (North America), CYCLONES 
(India) and TYPHOONS (Japan and East 
Asia).

How do tropical storms form?
•Hurricanes need a lot of heat to form, which is why they usually occur over 
tropical seas (at least 26°C).
•The sun is close to the equator, providing energy to heat the ocean.
•The warm ocean heats the air above it causing it to rise rapidly.
•Water evaporates quickly from the hot surface of the ocean, so the rising air 
contains great amounts of water vapour.
•The rising air starts to spin (anti-clockwise in the northern hemisphere)
•The centre of the storm - the eye - is calm.
•As the air rises it cools, condenses and forms towering cumulonimbus 
clouds.
•The rapidly rising air creates an area of intense low pressure. The 
low-pressure sucks in air, causing very strong winds.
•Once the storm moves over land it starts to lose energy and fades.

This Home Learning will be checked by your teacher in a lesson during  Week A beginning Monday 14th December 2026.
Mine will be checked on  ______________ period ______.



Case study: Hurricane Katrina
Hurricane Katrina was a devastating storm that hit 
the area around New Orleans, USA, on 25 August 
2005. It had social, economic and environmental 
impacts:
Social impacts of the hurricane (effects on 
people)
•1,800 people died.
•300,000 homes were destroyed.
•3 million people were left with no electricity.
•People had to move out of the area.

Environmental impacts of the hurricane
•The storm surge flooded large areas of the coast.
•80% of New Orleans flooded as man-made levees, 
overwhelmed by extra water, broke.
•Cotton and sugarcane crops were destroyed.
•Delicate coastal habitats were destroyed.
•Tornadoes were created.

Economic impacts of the hurricane 
(effects on money and jobs)
•Oil platforms were destroyed.
•Shops were looted.
•Fuel prices rose.
•Tourism decreased

Fast facts: 2005 Hurricane Katrina
•Affected about 15 million people.
•Impacted 90,000 square miles of territory from 
central Florida to eastern Texas.
•Winds topped 175 mph at its peak as a Category 
5 hurricane.
•Storm surge on the Mississippi coast reached 30 
feet.
•Produced 33 tornadoes.



History Home Learning:

Please find the Home Learning activities for History for the Autumn Term. 
There are 12 different challenges for the next 14 weeks. 

The relevant activity will be highlighted by your child’s class teacher on their 
Google Classroom. 

At times, your child’s History teacher may set an additional, optional Home 
Learning activity. This will link directly to the lesson they have just completed. 

Any questions, please contact Mr Hammond    
(ahammond@stcm.torbay.sch.uk ) for advice. 

Thank you for the continued support of your child’s education, 

The History Department

mailto:ahammond@stcm.torbay.sch.uk


Challenges:

w/c 07/09 Task One: The Renaissance was full of famous artists, architects, scientists and 
philosophers ( such as Leonardo, Raphael, Michelangelo and Donatello).  Research one of 
these individuals and create a ‘Fact File’ with at least 10 pieces of information. 

w/c 21/09  Task Two: The Wars of the Roses is unique in English history due to the 
prominent role played by many women. Research one of the following:
• Margaret of Anjou
• Elizabeth Woodville
• Margaret Beaufort
• Elizabeth of York
 Find out their role in the Wars of the Roses, which side they were on, who they married, if 
they had any children and whether they survived or met a grisly end!

w/c 05/10 Task Three: The Wars of the Roses saw many monarchs – Henry VI, Edward IV, 
Edward V, Richard III and Henry VII. Create a set of ‘Top Trumps’ for them. Consider your 
categories carefully, for example, how long did they rule for, how many battles did they win, 
how did they die, how popular were they?



Challenges:

w/c 19/10 Task Four: Henry VIII is well known for having six wives! Research them,  and  
create a letter to Henry explaining which of these would be the best to marry and why. 
Remember, the main criteria for Henry was looks, money and most importantly, the ability 
to produce children. 

w/c 02/11 Task  Five: During the Reformation, the appearance of churches changed greatly 
in England. Create two images (either drawn or from the internet) showing  the inside of a 
Catholic and the inside of a Protestant church and explain the main differences between 
them. As an extension, consider which you would rather spend time in and why. 

w/c 09/11 Task  Six: The Dissolution of the Monasteries affected many sites in Devon. 
Research one of the local monasteries (this could be Torre, Totnes, Buckfast, Teignmouth, 
Buckland or Exeter). Consider:
• When was it originally founded?
• When was it ‘dissolved?’
• Who purchased the land?
• What happened to the monastery?
• Are there still ruins / building left?



Challenges:

w/c 16/11 Task  Seven: The Nursery Rhyme ‘Mary, Mary, Quite contrary’, is based on the 
reign of Mary I. Research at least two other nursery rhymes that have a historic basis and 
explain which event / figure in History has inspired it. 

w/c 23/11 Task  Eight: It is often said that ‘History is written by the winners’. This is certainly 
the case for Mary I. She is known as ‘Bloody Mary’ (even though she executed fewer people 
than any of the other Tudors!) As a Catholic, there as a great deal of propaganda against 
her. Research ‘Foxe’s Book of Martyrs. This was crucial in creating the image of an ‘evil 
Mary’.  Find a least two images from the book and explain why you think there were so 
effective in creating a negative image of Mary. 

w/c 30/11 Task Nine: Mary I is often viewed as the first female monarch to rule England. 
Research all the female monarchs who have ruled England, creating a timeline with the 
dates of their rule and at least three facts about each of them. 

w/c 07/12 Task Ten:  The patron saint of our school, Cuthbert Mayne, was a victim of 
Elizabeth I’s religious persecutions. Research Cuthbert Mayne and produce one of the 
following:
● Fact File with at least 10 key facts. 
● A comic strip highlighting the key moments in his life. 
● An Obituary. 



Challenges:

w/c 14/12 Task Eleven: Elizabeth I is famous for the number of portraits she had produced. 
She used symbolism and imagery to persuade / convince the people of England of her 
power and abilities. 
Create a new  portrait of Elizabeth I and write a paragraph explaining the symbolism  / 
imagery you have included. What message are you trying to create? Why might this 
message matter to Elizabeth?

w/c 14/12 Task Twelve: . Research one of the following women from the Tudor period: 
● Bess of Hardwick
● Elizabeth Blount 
● Elizabeth of York
● Lady Jane Grey

Imagine you have been asked to produce a documentary on the lives of one of these 
women. Create a storyboard to show the key events in their lives that  you would discuss in 
your programme. 



Home Learning is set weekly and the platform will email you with deadlines,  
reminders and updates during the week.

If you do not have access to a computer at home, please speak to your Maths teacher in the 
first instance who will be able to provide alternative work.

If you forget your password: Click on the ‘Forgot login details’ button on SPARX login page 
and reset your own password.

SPARX support, supervised by the Maths Department,  is available every Monday lunchtime and 
Wednesday lunchtime and after school in W2IT. This is open to anyone who may have issues logging in or would 
like help on any aspect of their home learning.

Maths
The power of 
Sparx for 
students, parents 
and carers.



RE Home Learning

Your RE home learning will be completed on Google Forms.

This will be posted every week into your Google Classroom.
(you should be invited to join your Google Classroom at the beginning of the 
term) 

The Google Form will be posted every Monday week B and will be due in the 
following Wednesday week A.

If you are unable to access the Google Form then you must tell your teacher so 
they can give you a paper copy or an alternative piece of home learning.

If you wish to stretch and challenge yourself then please see the following pages 
where further RE home learning tasks can be found. 



RE Year 8 Autumn Term: Extension Task 1

Tasks:
1. Write down the life of Abraham in at least 6 
bullet points 

2. Write a paragraph about God’s covenant 
with Abraham. 

3. Draw 4 pictures (with captions) to show the 
life of Moses

Judaism began nearly 4,000 years ago in a place called the Middle East. This is a large area on the border of Asia, Africa and Europe. 

Jews believe that there is only one God. They believe they have a special agreement with God called a covenant. Jews promise to obey 
God’s laws to say thank you to him for looking after them.



RE Year 8 Autumn Term: Extension Task 2

Tasks:

1. Draw a table with two columns, one 
“Orthodox Judaism” and the other “Reform 
Judaism”. Fill the table in with information 
about these different types of Jews.  

2. Can you think of any examples of how our 
society in 2024 is different to the past?

ORTHODOX Judaism 
• Believe God gave the Torah at Mount Sinai and Jews must 

follow it.
• Rigid in their beliefs & practices
• Society may change but Jewish teachings don’t
•  For an Orthodox Jew, one of the most important things is 

the continuation of ancient Jewish traditions
• The Jewish laws came from God whose words must be 

obeyed rather than interpreted.
• The orthodox try to observe the 613 mitzvot. These 

commandments are constant.

REFORM Judaism
● Believe that practices have to be harmonised with 

modern life
● Most reform Jews believe only ethical laws of the 

Torah are binding - Believe religion should move with 
the time.

● Don’t take all teachings literally - you can interpret 
them to see how they suit your life and the modern 
world

SOME DIFFERENCES
● In Reform Judaism prayers are shorter than those 

read in an Orthodox synagogue, and some are 
read in English rather than in Hebrew alone.

● In Reform Judaism men and women sit together in 
the synagogue, they sit separately in Orthodox 
synagogues.

● Some Reform synagogues have women as rabbis, 
this would not be the case in Orthodox synagogues.



RE Year 8 Autumn Term: Extension Task 3

Tasks:

1. Write a paragraph explaining what a Bar 
Mitzvah is. 

2. Write a paragraph explaining what a Bat 
Mitzvah is. 3. Design an invitation to a Bar;/Bat 
MItzvah! Explain what they are being invited 
to and add drawings/decorations!

A Bar Mitzvah happens around a boy’s 13th birthday and is part of a 
service in the synagogue. The boy, who has prepared for the ceremony 
by spending a lot of time studying it, reads from the Torah. The boy puts 
on the tefillin for the first time.
The rabbi gives a talk, speaking to both the boy and his family and to the 
rest of the community. The boy might also give a talk to the people 
gathered.
It is traditional for the boy’s father to recite a prayer of thanks to God for 
bringing his son to maturity. The boy receives gifts and there is a 
celebratory meal.



RE Year 8 Autumn Term: Extension task 4

Task:
Imagine an alien landed from space and asked 
you “What is Judaism?” Draw a cartoon strip that 
shows your answer (explaining what the religion is 
all about)

David & the star of David 
The Star of David is a 6 pointed star that is used as a symbol 
to identify Jewish communities and refers back to King 
David’s shield. King David was a shepherd boy who beat 
the giant Goliath in a fight, before growing up to become 
King. Today, the symbol is religiously important for Jews, but 
is also on the Israeli flag as a national symbol.



Science

Home learning will be set on Sparx on a Friday at 15.30 and 
should be competed by the following Friday morning at 
07.30

Come along to home learning support on a Wednesday after 
school or Sparx support sessions in W2IT on a Wednesday 
lunchtime to access help with completing the task.

Stuck with logging in? See your Science teacher for 
support



Year 8 Spanish - Need To Know - Autumn Term

Viva 1, Module 4 - Mi Familia y mis amigos  (My family and friends)
  

➢ The vocabulary in this Spanish section covers the basics of all of the words and 
phrases that you will need to succeed in Spanish  lessons and in Spanish  homework 
tasks.

➢ Your home learning for Spanish  is set fortnightly.  It is set every two weeks on a 
Friday and is due in on the Thursday 2 weeks later, at 8am.

 
➢ Each page has words, phrases and sentences in Spanish and English, and will also be 

the vocabulary that is tested in assessments. 

➢ There are some sentence builder boxes after the vocabulary lists to show you how 
to make sentences with what you have learned. You use these sentence builders in 
lessons.

➢ Learning a language is only successful if you do it ‘little but often’. 

➢ Home learning will be a mixture of Active Hub tasks, vocabulary learning from 
your Need to Know booklet, and other assignments your teacher will set you on 
Google Classroom and Class Charts.

➢ You must learn the vocabulary, there are ideas to help you do this on the next page.

You must spend up to 30 
minutes of effort each 
fortnight

If you are stuck with 
French homework then 
you can attend the 
support club - posters 
are displayed with 
details.

Ask Ms Rowbury or
Ms Dowler Cross if you 
have any questions.

Languages are best studied 
‘little and often’

Become an independent 
learner…

- Revise vocabulary 
from previous 
topics regularly

- Try different 
strategies for 
memorising words

- Use the DuoLingo 
app on your phone 
and achieve praise 
points for streaks!
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¿Cuántas personas hay en tu familia?   How many people are there in your family?

En mi familia están
In my family, there are

mis padres   my parents

mi madre   my mother

mi padre   my father

mi abuelo   my grandfather

mi abuela   my grandmother

mi bisabuela   my 
great-grandmother

mi tío   my uncle

mi tía   my aunt

mis primos   my cousins

y   and
 
y también   and also

mis padres.   my parents.

mi madre.   my mother.

mi padre.   my father.

mi abuelo.   my grandfather.

mi abuela.   my grandmother.

mi bisabuela.   my great-grandmother.

mi tío.   my uncle.

mi tía.   my aunt.

mis primos.   my cousins.

Module 4: Unit 1      Big Picture: My family and friends     LF: Describing your family



¿Cómo se llaman?   What are they called?

¿Cómo se llama tu madre?
What is your mother called?

Mi madre se llama Rochelle.
My mother is called Rochelle.

Tiene
He/She has

veinte   20

treinta   30

cuarenta   40

cincuenta   50

sesenta   60

setenta   70

ochenta   80

noventa   90

cien   100

años.   years old.

¿Cómo se llama tu padre?
What is your father called?

Mi padre se llama Mo.
My father is called Mo.

¿Cómo se llaman tus hermanos?
What are your brother and sister 
called?

Mis hermanos se llaman Omar y Lara.
My brother and sister are called Omar and 
Lara.

Tienen
They have

¿Cómo se llaman tus primos?
What are your cousins called?

Mis primos se llaman Alisha y Rohan.
My cousins are called Alisha and Rohan.

Module 4: Unit 1     Big Picture: My family and friends     LF: Describing your family





¿Cómo tienes el pelo?   What’s your hair like?
¿De qué color tienes los ojos?   What colour are your eyes?

Tengo   I have

el pelo   hair.

azul   blue 
castaño   brown 
negro   black 
rubio   blond

y   and

corto.   short 
largo.   long 
liso.   straight 
rizado.   curly 

los ojos   eyes.

azules.   blue  
grises. grey 
marrones.   brown 
verdes.   green 

¿Cómo tienes el pelo?   What’s your hair like?
¿De qué color tienes los ojos?   What colour are your eyes?

Tengo   I have
Tienes   You have
Tiene   He/She has
Tenemos   We have
Tenéis   You (plural) have
Tienen   They have

el pelo   hair

azul   blue
castaño   brown
negro   black
rizado   curly
rubio   blond

y   and los ojos   eyes.

azules.   blue

marrones.   brown

verdes.   green

Module 4: Unit 2      Big Picture: My family and friends    LF: Describing physical appearance



¿Cómo eres?   What are you like?

Soy   I am

Eres   You are

Es   He/She is

pelirrojo/a.   a redhead.

calvo/a.   bald.

Somos   We are

Sois   You (plural) are

Son   They are

pelirrojos/as.   redheads.

calvos/as.   bald.

Module 4: Unit 2      Big Picture: My family and friends    LF: Describing physical appearance





¿Cómo es tu mejor amigo/a?   What’s your best friend like?

Mi mejor amigo es
My best (male) friend is

un poco   a bit
 
bastante   quite
 
muy   very

alto   tall
bajo   short
delgado   slim
gordo   fat
guapo   good-looking, attractive
inteligente   intelligent
joven   young
viejo   old

y   and

tiene barba.   has a beard.

tiene bigote.   has a 
moustache.

tiene pecas.   has freckles.

lleva gafas.   wears glasses.

Mi mejor amiga es
My best (female) friend 
is

alta   tall
baja   short
delgada   slim
gorda   fat
guapa   good-looking, attractive
inteligente   intelligent
joven   young
vieja   old

tiene pecas.   has freckles.

lleva gafas.   wears glasses.

Module 4: Unit 3      Big Picture: My family and friends    LF: Describing physical appearance





¿Cómo es tu casa o tu piso?   What is your house or flat like?

Vivo en
I live in

una casa
a house.

antigua.   old
bonita.   nice, pretty
cómoda.   comfortable
grande.   big
moderna.   modern
pequeña.   small
tranquila.   quiet, calm

Me gusta 
porque es

I like it 
because it is

 
No me gusta 
porque es

I don’t like it 
because it is

antiguo/a   old

bonito/a   nice, pretty

cómodo/a   comfortable

grande   big

moderno/a   modern

pequeño/a   small

tranquilo/a   quiet, calm

y   and
 
y también   
and also
 
pero no   but not

antiguo/a.   old.

bonito/a.   nice, pretty.

cómodo/a.   comfortable.

grande.   big.

moderno/a.   modern.

pequeño/a.   small.

tranquilo/a.   quiet, calm.

un piso
a flat.

antiguo.   old
bonito.   nice, pretty
cómodo.   comfortable
grande.   big
moderno.   modern
pequeño.   small
tranquilo.   quiet, calm

Module 4: Unit 4      Big Picture: My family and friends    LF: Describing your house



¿Dónde está?   Where is it?

Está   It is

en el norte.   in the north.

en el sur.   in the south.

en el este.   in the east.

en el oeste.   in the west.

en el centro.   in the centre.

en el campo.   in the countryside.

en el desierto.   in the desert.

en un pueblo.   in a village.

en una ciudad.   in a town/city.

en la montaña.   in the 
mountains.

en la costa.   on the coast.

Module 4: Unit 4      Big Picture: My family and friends    LF: Describing where your house is





¿Qué hay en tu pueblo o ciudad?   What is there in your village or town?

En mi ciudad   In my town/city
 
En mi pueblo   In my village
 
En mi barrio   In my neighbourhood

hay   there is 
there are

un   a

centro comercial.   shopping 
centre.

castillo.   castle.

estadio.   stadium.

mercado.   market.

polideportivo.   sports centre.

una   a
piscina.   swimming pool.

universidad.   university.

unos   some
 
muchos   many

museos.   museums.

parques.   parks.

restaurantes.   restaurants.

unas   some

muchas   many

plazas.   squares.

tiendas.   shops.

Module 5: Unit 1      Big Picture: My town    LF:Saying what there is in your local area



¿Qué hay en tu pueblo o ciudad?   What is there in your village or town?

En mi ciudad   In my town/city
 
En mi pueblo   In my village
 
En mi barrio   In my neighbourhood

no hay   there isn’t 
there aren’t

centro comercial.   a shopping 
centre.

castillo.   a castle.

estadio.   a stadium.

mercado.   a market.

piscina.   a swimming pool.

polideportivo.   a sports centre. 

universidad.   a university.

museos.   any museums.

parques.   any parks.

plazas.   any squares.

restaurantes.   any restaurants.

tiendas.   any shops.

no hay nada.   there’s nothing.

Module 5: Unit 1      Big Picture: My town    LF:Saying what there is in your local area



¿Te gusta vivir en un pueblo o una ciudad?   Do you like living in a village or town?

Me gusta vivir en
I like living in

un pueblo
a village
 
una ciudad
a town/city

porque (en mi barrio) hay
because (in my 
neighbourhood) there is/are

un centro comercial,
a shopping centre,
 
un estadio,
a stadium,
 
una plaza,
a square,
 
monumentos,
monuments,
 
museos,
museums,

y es
and it is
 
pero es
but it is

demasiado   too
 
muy   very
 
un poco   a bit

aburrido.
boring.
 
antiguo.
old.
 
bonito.
nice, pretty.
 
ruidoso.
noisy.
 
tranquilo.
quiet, calm.

Module 5: Unit 1      Big Picture: My town    LF:Giving opinions about your local area





¿Qué hora es?   What time is it?

Es la una.   It’s one o’clock. Es la una y cinco.   It’s five past one.

Son las dos.   It’s two o’clock. Son las dos y diez.   It’s ten past two.

Son las tres.   It’s three o’clock. Son las tres y cuarto.   It’s quarter past three.

Son las cuatro.   It’s four o’clock. Son las cuatro y veinte.   It’s twenty past four.

Son las cinco.   It’s five o’clock. Son las cinco y veinticinco.   It’s twenty-five past five.

Son las seis.   It’s six o’clock. Son las seis y media.   It’s half past six.

Son las siete.   It’s seven o’clock.  

Son las ocho.   It’s eight o’clock. Es la una menos cinco.   It’s five to one.

Son las nueve.   It’s nine o’clock. Son las siete menos diez.   It’s ten to seven.

Son las diez.   It’s ten o’clock. Son las ocho menos cuarto.   It’s quarter to eight.

Son las once.   It’s eleven o’clock. Son las nueve menos veinte.   It’s twenty to nine.

Son las doce.   It’s twelve o’clock. Son las diez menos veinticinco.   It’s twenty-five to ten.

Module 5: Unit 2      Big Picture: My town    LF:Telling the time in Spanish



¿Qué haces en la ciudad?   What do you do in town?

A la una y cinco   At five past one

A las dos y veinticinco   At twenty-five past two

A las tres menos cuarto   At quarter to three

A las seis menos veinte   At twenty to six

A las ocho y media   At half past eight

A las doce menos diez   At ten to twelve

voy   I go/I am going

vas   you go/you are going

va   he/she goes/he/she is going

vamos   we go/we are going

vais   you (plural) go/you are 
going

van   they go/they are going

al
to the

cine
cinema
 
parque
park

con mi familia.
with my family.
 
con mis amigos/as. 
with my friends.

a la
to the

bolera
bowling alley
 
cafetería
café
 
playa
beach

de paseo   for a walk
 
de compras   shopping

salgo   I go out

no hago nada.   I do nothing.

Module 5: Unit 2      Big Picture: My town    LF:Saying what you do and when





¿Qué quieres?   What do you want?

Quiero
I want

una ración de
a portion of

calamares   squid
croquetas   croquettes
gambas   prawns
jamón   ham
pan con tomate   tomato bread
patatas bravas   spicy potatoes
tortilla   Spanish omelette

y también
and also

un
a

batido de chocolate/fresa,   
chocolate/strawberry milkshake,
café,   coffee,
granizado de limón,   iced lemon drink,
té,   tea,

por favor.
please.

una
a

Coca-Cola,   Coca-Cola,
Fanta limón,   lemon Fanta,
limonada,   fresh lemonade,

¿Qué quieres?   What do you want?

Quiero   I want
Quieres   You want
Quiere   He/She wants
Queremos   We want
Queréis   You (plural) want
Quieren   They want

una ración de   a portion of 

calamares.   squid.
croquetas.   croquettes.
gambas.   prawns.
jamón.   ham.
pan con tomate.   tomato bread.
patatas bravas.   spicy potatoes.
tortilla.   Spanish omelette. 

¿Algo más?   Anything else?
¿Y de beber?   And to drink?
Por favor   Please

Module 5: Unit 3                  Big Picture: My town                 LF:Ordering in a cafe



¿Cuánto es?   How much is it?

Es   It is un   1 euro   euro
veinte.   20.

treinta.   30.

cuarenta   40.

cincuenta.   50.

sesenta.   60.

setenta.   70.

ochenta.   80.

noventa.   90.

Son   It is 

dos   2

tres   3

cuatro   4

cinco   5

euros   euros

Module 5: Unit 3                  Big Picture: My town                 LF:Ordering in a cafe





¿Qué vas a hacer?   What are you going to do?

El lunes
On Monday
 
El martes
On Tuesday
 
El miércoles
On Wednesday
 
El jueves
On Thursday
 
El viernes
On Friday
 
El sábado
On Saturday
 
El domingo
On Sunday
 
Este fin de semana
This weekend

primero 
first
 
por la mañana
in the morning
 
por la tarde
in the afternoon

voy
I am going

vas
you are going

va
he/she is going

vamos
we are going

vais
you (plural) are going

van
they are going

a
to

ir
go

de paseo.   for a walk.
 
de compras.   shopping.

Va a ser
It is going 
to be

divertido.
fun.
 
guay.
cool.
 
aburrido.
boring.

hacer
do

muchas cosas.
lots of things.
 
los deberes.
homework.

jugar
play

al fútbol.   football.
 
al voleibol.   volleyball.

salir
go out

con amigos/as.
with friends.

ver
watch

la televisión.
TV.

montar
ride

en bici.
a/my bike.

navegar
surf

por Internet.
the net.

bailar.   dance.
chatear.   chat online.

Module 5: Unit 4                  Big Picture: My town             LF: Saying what you are going to do
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